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he became an ardent follower of the god Vishnu, his
namesake; and he assumed the title of Brahmendraswami.
After some years he left Benares and wandering from the
Himalayas to Rameshwaram, visited every Indian shrine
in turn. At last he came to Maharashtra and settled near
Chiplun at Parashuram village, where at one time had
stood a noble temple to Parasu Rama, the sixth incarnation
of Vishnu, It had now fallen into ruins. Close by was a
beautiful wood called the Dhamni wood. To it every
Shravan, Brahmendraswami retired in order to pass into
his trance or perform his religious meditations. His piety
and his penances first attracted the notice of the neigh-
bouring villagers and then spread far and wide. The
saint had early been acquainted with Bala]i Vishvanath
and with remarkable foresight had prophesied his rise to
the highest office. As Brahmendraswami's fame grew, he
devoted himself to the collection of funds for the restoration
of Parnsu Rama's temple. Nor wore his persuasive powers
exercised only on his coreligionists. The chief of the Sidis,
Rasul Yakut Khan, so reverenced the saint, that he gave
him the revenues of the villages of Ambdas and Pedhe
and lent him the services of two clerks Bapujipant and
Dhondopant Tambe. In the struggle between Shahu and
Tarabi, Brahmendraswami had the wisdom to join the
king and later to support the claims of Balaji Vishvanath
to the post ol first minister. The grateful Peshwa induced
the king to bestow on him Dhawadshi, a village near Satara
With its revenues and those of the villages given him by Sidi
Rasul and of Davale and Mahling given him by Parashuram
Trimbak, Brahmendraswami soon restored to its former
splendour Parasu Rama's temple and laid down a gorgeous
and elaborate ceremonial for the worship of the god. The
saint's cordial relations with Sidi Rasul Yakut Khan were
interrupted by an unfortunate misunderstanding. A certain
Sidi, Sat Sidi by name, had by Rasul Yakut Khan been
appointed governor of Anjanvol on the southern bank of
the Dabhol creok. It so happened that Sat Sidi had